Ojibwa Wisdom: Sayings of our Medicine Men

If you are a good hunter, warrior, and a medicine man, when you die, you will have no difficulty in getting to the far west in the spirit land.

Listen to the words of your parents, never be impatient, the Great Spirit will give you a long life.

Never pass by any indigent person without giving him something to eat.  The spirit that sees you will bless you.

If you see an orphan in want, help him, for you will be rewarded by his friends here or thanked by his parents in the land of spirits.

If you own a good hunting dog, give it to the first poor man who really needs it.

When you kill a deer, or bear, never appropriate it to yourself alone if others are in want; never withhold from them what the Great Spirit has blessed you with.

When you eat, share with the poor children who are near you, for when you are old they will administer to your wants.

Never use improper medicine to the injury of another, lest you yourself receive the same treatment.

When an opportunity offers, call the aged together, and provide for them venison properly cooked and give them a hearty welcome; then the gods that have favored them will be your friends.

The Puritan Code

Being sensible that I am unable to do anything without God’s help, I do humbly entreat him by his grace, to enable me to keep these resolutions so far as they are agreeable to his will, for Christ’s sake. I must remember to read over these resolutions once a week:

Resolved, never to DO, BE or SUFFER anything in soul or body, less or more, but what tends to the glory of God.

Resolved, never to lose one moment of time; but improve it in the most profitable way I possibly can.

Resolved, to live with all my might, while I do live.

Resolved, never to do anything, which I should be afraid to do if it were the last hour of my life.
Resolved, to think much, on all occasions, of my own dying, and the common circumstances which attend death.
Resolved, to be endeavoring to find out fit objects of charity and literality.
Resolved, never to do anything out of revenge.
Resolved, never to suffer the least motions of anger to irrational beings.
Resolved, never to speak evil of any person, except some particular good call for it.
Resolved, to maintain the strictest temperance in eating and drinking.
Resolved, never to anything, which if I should see in another, I should count a just occasion to despise him for, or to think any way the more meanly of him.
Resolved, to study the Scriptures so steadily, constantly, and frequently, ass that I may find, and plainly perceive myself to grow in the knowledge of the same.
Resolved, never to speak anything that is ridiculous, or matter of laughter, on the Lord’s Day.
Whenever I hear anything spoken in conversation of any person, if I think it would be praiseworthy in me, resolved to endeavor to imitate it.
Resolved, after afflictions, to inquire, what I am the better for them; what good I have got, and what I might have got by them.
Journal Assignment:  Compare the two codes.  What do they have in common?  What are the differences?  Which sentence do you think is the most important one to live by? Which group (Ojbwa or Puritans) are you spiritually most aligned with and why?
