CRUCIBLE STUDY GUIDE




Name:________________  per. ___
1. The setting of the drama is crucial.  Describe the time and the place.  How is the Puritan description you received in your notes evident in the play.
2. Describe Reverend Parris.
3. At one point before the action of the drama begins, Miller writes that Puritan and “their church found it necessary to deny any other sect its freedom, lest their New Jerusalem be defiled. . . . They believed, in short, that they held in their steady hands the candle that would light the world.”  

Paraphrase and interpret this.
4. What happened to Betty.  What did they actually do in the forest?  What is Parris’ reaction?
5. What are Thomas Putnam and his wife Ann’s grievances?
6. Why did Ann send their daughter Ruth to Tituba?
7. What threat does Abigail make when she is alone with Mary Warren, Betty and Mercy Lewis?
8. Why does Procter come to regard himself as a kind of fraud?
9. What does Abigail tell John about the occurrence in the forest?
10. Describe John and Abigail’s affair.  How did it begin?
11. Describe Rebecca Nurse, Francis Nurse, and Giles Corey.
12. What do the characters think about calling Rev. Hale to look for devils?

For:                                                                             Against:
13. Describe the conflicts between Rev. Parris and John Proctor.
14. What does Rev. Parris suggest when he says, “There is either obedience or the church will burn like Hell is burning.”  What is Proctor’s reply?
15. What is the conflict between Thomas Putnam and John Proctor?
16. Describe Rev. Hale.
17. While Arthur Miller is describing Rev. Hale, he writes, “A political party is equated with moral right, and opposition to it with diabolical malevolence.  Once such equation is effectively made . . . the main role of Government changes from that of the arbiter to that of the scourge of God.”  What does this mean?
18. What does Hale tell Parris which convinces Parris that the devil could be at work in this situation?
19. When Hale asks Abigail if she has called the Devil, what does she say?  What does this tell us about her character?
20. At what point does Mr. Hale seem to make up his mind that Tituba has made a compact with the devil?  On what evidence has he done so?  Evaluate his method of questioning Abigail and Tituba.
Act 2

21. Proctor says, “You will not judge me more Elizabeth.”  What does he mean?
22. Mary Warren claims that Sarah Good tried to kill her many times.  On what evidence does she base that statement?

23. After Mary Warren reports that Elizabeth is somewhat mentioned in the trials, Elizabeth says, “Oh, the noose, the noose is up.”  What does she mean?
24. Why has Mr. Hale visited the Proctor’s?  What does this show about him?
25. What advice does Hale give Francis Nurse when he cries that his wife is taken to jail?
26. How is the original accusation against Elizabeth disproved? Why is she taken?
27. Proctor says, “I’ll tell you what’s walking Salem—vengeance is walking Salem.”  What does he mean?
Act 3

28. Describe Danforth.
29. Giles tells Danforth that they are telling lies about his wife.  Danforth says, “Do you take it upon yourself to determine what this court shall believe and what it shall set aside?”  Later, he says to Francis Nurse, “And do you know that near to 400 are in jails from Marblehead to Lyn and upon my signature?”  What do these kinds of comments show about him?  Explain.
30. What is Hale’s reaction to Proctor’s attempt to present evidence?  What does this show about him?
31. Danforth says, “ . . . a person is either with this court or he must be counted against it . . . we live no longer in the dusky afternoon when evil mixed itself with good and befuddled the world.”  What does he mean?
32. When Hale asks Danforth to let a lawyer argue for Proctor and Mary Warren, how does Danforth reply?
33. When Danforth asks Abigail to respond to Mary Warren’s charge, how does Abigail respond?
34. Why does John reveal his affair with Abigail?
35. When Elizabeth is brought before the court, why does she lie?
36. Why does Mary change her story and go back to Abigail?
37. Why does Hale quit the court?
Act 4

38. Why is Parris anxious and afraid?
39. Hale asks Danforth to give him more time to persuade the prisoners to confess.  Danforth says, “While I speak God’s law, I will not crack its voice with whimpering.”  What does this show about him?
40. What is the argument Hale uses to try and convince Elizabeth to plead with John to confess?
41. Proctor says, “I cannot mount the gibbet (gallows) like a saint.”  What does he mean?
42. What advice does Elizabeth give John?
43. Why does John sign the confession and then rip it up?
44. What does John mean when he says, “I do think I see some shred of goodness in John Proctor.

