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Abigail’s Desire
     In Arthur Miller’s play The Crucible, a young servant named Abigail uses manipulation in hopes to win John Proctor.  In Act One when she is momentarily alone with him
, she flirts, telling him how strong he is (19).  
In the same scene she reminds him of their affair using seductive language:
  “I have a sense for heat, John, and yours has drawn me to my window, and I have seen you looking up, burning, in your loneliness” (20).
  This desire for John motivates her to accuse his wife, Goody Proctor, while also shifting the attention away from her own involvement in “witchcraft.”
  When she accuses Goody Proctor, she ultimately hopes Goody Proctor will hang so she can have John. It is “a 
whore’s vengeance,” according to John (110).  Abigail is the catalyst for the tragic deaths in Salem, and the powers that be find out much too late.  The man she desires dies because of her uncanny power of persuasion. 

A guide to using quotations and paraphrase

A “citation” sets up the quotation.
Arguing that John Proctor should sign the confession, Rev. Parris says,  “It is a weighty name; it will strike the village that Procter confess” (141).

The citation can also follow the quotation or interrupt the quotation.
“I speak my own sins,” says Proctor. “I cannot judge another” (141). 

Use a colon when the introductory citation is a complete thought.
Parris is frantic to have John Proctor sign his confession: “I beg you, let him sign it” (141).

A partial quotation can be integrated into your writing.
              Rev. Parris says John Proctor’s name “is a weighty name” (141). 

A paraphrase (restating in your own words) still requires a page number.

             When Abigail accuses Tituba, the other girls follow Abigail’s lead and 

             begin exercising their power as innocent victims (42).
Rubric
Student turns in the completed orange pre-writing sheet. 


                ___/3
Format: 12 font, double spaced, left heading (name/per./Ms. Frericks/date), and a title.                                                     ___/2


          
A topic sentence introduces the author and title before clearly establishing the focus of the character analysis.                  ___/5


     

Three relevant examples with a lead off (context) and follow up analysis convincingly proves the topic sentence.          ___/9





Three paraphrases or quotations (the examples or proofs) are followed by MLA documentation (the page number in parentheses). 
                ___/3




The paragraph has a concluding sentence, which does more than repeat the topic sentence. 
                ___/3




Strong fluency, word choice and transitions create a unified paragraph.
                ___/5
               

The writer uses correct mechanics: capitalization, spelling, commas, colons, semicolons, apostrophes, PN ref, tense, spacing, italics.    
                ___/5





Total
___/35
35-34 A+, 33 A,  32 A-,  31-30 B+,  29 B,  28 B-,  27 C+,  26 C,  25 C-, 24 D+,  23-22 D,  21, D-

�This information clues reader in to the situation and the characters involved.


�Note the paraphrase does not use quotation marks but does include a page #.


�The colon is only used after an independent clause.


�The period follows the parentheses to keep the page number associated with the quotation.


�Notice how the period goes inside the quotation marks when there’s no page number in parentheses.


�Notice how when a partial quotation flows into your own writing, no comma is necessary before the quotation.  You also don’t need ellipsis here because the omission of words is obvious.





